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A polished self-study handout designed for print or tablet use. Read the

concept, notice the pattern, and then complete the matching practice set on

your own.

Grammar Concepts #30 1. "So" Introducing a Reason2. "So" Introducing a Result3. Alternative Expressions4. Subtle Distinctions

Visual anchor

Use the concept poster to spotlight the main language pattern in The Dual Function of "So" in English

and keep the explanation visible during practice and discussion.
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Core Idea

The word "so" in English serves two primary functions: introducing a reason (purpose) or a result

(consequence). Understanding this dual usage is crucial for constructing clear and effective sentences.

1. "So" Introducing a Reason

Structure: [Main clause] + so (that) + [Purpose clause]

The purpose clause typically employs modal verbs (can, could, would, might) or the simple present tense to

express the intended outcome.

Examples:

• I'm studying hard so I can improve my grades.

• We left early so we wouldn't miss the train.

• She's learning Italian so she understands opera better.

"So that" can replace "so" in these constructions without altering the meaning:

• I'm saving money so that I can buy a house next year.

2. "So" Introducing a Result

Structure: [Cause clause], so + [Result clause]

Both clauses are independent, capable of standing alone as complete sentences. A comma precedes "so"

in this usage.

Examples:

• It was raining heavily, so the event was cancelled.

• He forgot his wallet, so he couldn't pay for lunch.

• The flight was delayed, so we missed our connection.

Tense usage in result clauses follows the logical sequence of events:

• I've been working overtime, so I'm exhausted now.

• The package hasn't arrived yet, so I'll have to follow up with the courier.

3. Alternative Expressions
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For Reason:

• in order to

• to (+ verb)

• with the aim of

• for the purpose of

For Result:

• therefore

• consequently

• as a result

• thus

Examples:

• She practiced daily in order to perfect her technique.

• The concert was sold out; consequently, we watched it online.

4. Subtle Distinctions

The placement of adverbs and the presence or absence of a comma can shift the meaning between reason

and result:

• I bought a new car so I can drive to work. (Reason)

• I bought a new car, so I can now drive to work. (Result)

5. Common Mistakes to Avoid

• Always include a subject and verb after "so" when expressing reason:

• Correct: "I studied hard so I could pass the exam."

• Incorrect: "I studied hard so pass the exam."

• Use a comma before "so" when expressing result:

• Correct: "It was snowing, so we stayed home."

• Incorrect: "It was snowing so we stayed home."

• Don't use "so that" for unintended consequences:

• Correct: "I woke up late, so I missed the bus."

• Incorrect: "I woke up late so that I missed the bus."
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Mastering the use of "so" for both reason and result allows for more precise and varied expression in

English. Practice with diverse examples will enhance understanding and application of this versatile

conjunction.
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Practice Check
Answer the quiz questions below with responses consistent with the grammar concepts taught in this article.

ITEM 01

Choose the correct sentence that uses "so" to express a reason:

a) It was raining, so we stayed indoors.

b) I studied hard so I can pass the exam.

c) The traffic was heavy, so I arrived late.

d) She forgot her lunch, so she went to a restaurant.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 02

Which sentence correctly uses "so" to introduce a result?

a) I'm learning French so I can read Voltaire in the original language.

b) She's saving money so she could afford a trip to Japan next year.

c) The concert was sold out, so we watched it online instead.

d) We left early so we might avoid the rush hour traffic.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 03

Select the sentence that correctly uses a comma with "so":

a) It was snowing so we stayed home.

b) I woke up late, so I missed the bus.

c) She practiced daily so she could improve her skills.

d) We saved money so we could buy a house.

Correct choice: ____________________
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ITEM 04

Which sentence correctly uses "so that"?

a) I'm writing this email so that my colleagues understand the new protocol.

b) He exercises regularly so that his heart stays healthy.

c) I woke up late so that I missed the bus.

d) The temperature will drop below freezing so that the roads will be icy.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 05

Choose the sentence that correctly uses different tenses with "so":

a) I hadn't eaten all day, so I'm extremely hungry now.

b) I hadn't eaten all day, so I was extremely hungry then.

c) I haven't eaten all day, so I was extremely hungry now.

d) I haven't eaten all day, so I'm extremely hungry then.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 06

Which sentence correctly uses "so" as an intensifier?

a) The view was so beautiful that we stayed for hours.

b) I'm not so sure about that proposal.

c) She spoke so quietly that I could barely hear her.

d) All of the above.

Correct choice: ____________________
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ITEM 07

Select the sentence that correctly uses an alternative expression for "so" (reason):

a) She enrolled in a cooking class with the aim of impressing her in-laws.

b) The experiment failed; hence, we need to revise our hypothesis.

c) I've been working overtime; consequently, I'm very tired now.

d) It was raining heavily; therefore, the event was cancelled.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 08

Which sentence incorrectly uses "so"?

a) I studied hard so pass the exam.

b) It was raining, so we stayed indoors.

c) She's learning Italian so she can understand opera better.

d) We left early so we wouldn't miss the train.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 09

Choose the sentence that correctly uses "so" to start an informal narrative:

a) So, I was walking down the street when suddenly...

b) So that I was walking down the street when suddenly...

c) So I was walking down the street when suddenly...

d) So, that I was walking down the street when suddenly...

Correct choice: ____________________
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ITEM 10

Which sentence correctly uses "in order to" as an alternative to "so"?

a) I'm studying French in order to that I can read Voltaire.

b) In order to I can read Voltaire, I'm studying French.

c) I'm studying French in order to read Voltaire.

d) In order to read Voltaire, I'm studying French that.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 11

Select the sentence that correctly uses "therefore" as an alternative to "so":

a) The roads are icy; therefore, drive carefully.

b) Therefore the roads are icy, drive carefully.

c) The roads are icy therefore, drive carefully.

d) The roads are icy; therefore drive carefully.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 12

Which sentence demonstrates the correct use of "so" for an unintended consequence?

a) I overslept so that I missed the meeting.

b) I overslept, so I missed the meeting.

c) I overslept so I can miss the meeting.

d) I overslept so I could miss the meeting.

Correct choice: ____________________
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ITEM 13

Choose the sentence that correctly uses "for the purpose of" as an alternative to "so":

a) He joined the club for the purpose of making new friends.

b) For the purpose of making new friends, he joined the club.

c) He joined the club for the purpose of that he could make new friends.

d) Both a and b.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 14

Which sentence uses "so" correctly to express a result with different tenses?

a) She's been practicing the piano for years, so she'll likely win the competition next month.

b) She's been practicing the piano for years, so she won the competition last month.

c) She had been practicing the piano for years, so she's winning the competition now.

d) She will be practicing the piano for years, so she won the competition.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 15

Select the sentence that correctly uses "as a result" as an alternative to "so":

a) The company invested in new technology; as a result, productivity increased.

b) As a result the company invested in new technology, productivity increased.

c) The company invested in new technology as a result, productivity increased.

d) The company invested in new technology, as a result productivity increased.

Correct choice: ____________________
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ITEM 16

Which sentence demonstrates the correct use of "so" in a question?

a) So, what do you think about the proposal?

b) What do you think about the proposal so?

c) So what do you think about the proposal?

d) What so do you think about the proposal?

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 17

Choose the sentence that correctly uses "with a view to" as an alternative to "so":

a) She's taking extra classes with a view to improving her job prospects.

b) With a view to improve her job prospects, she's taking extra classes.

c) She's taking extra classes with a view to that she can improve her job prospects.

d) With a view to improving her job prospects that, she's taking extra classes.

Correct choice: ____________________

ITEM 18

Which sentence uses "so" correctly to express both reason and result?

a) I bought a new car so I can drive to work, so my commute is easier now.

b) So I can drive to work, I bought a new car, so my commute is easier now.

c) I bought a new car so I can drive to work; so, my commute is easier now.

d) So my commute is easier now, I bought a new car so I can drive to work.

Correct choice: ____________________
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ITEM 19

Select the sentence that correctly uses "thus" as an alternative to "so":

a) The experiment yielded unexpected results; thus, we need to revise our hypothesis.

b) Thus the experiment yielded unexpected results, we need to revise our hypothesis.

c) The experiment yielded unexpected results thus, we need to revise our hypothesis.

d) The experiment yielded unexpected results, thus we need to revise our hypothesis.

Correct choice: ____________________
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Self-check Answer Key
Use the key after you have completed every item on your own.

ITEM 01 b) I studied hard so I can pass the exam.

ITEM 02 c) The concert was sold out, so we watched it online instead.

ITEM 03 b) I woke up late, so I missed the bus.

ITEM 04 a) I'm writing this email so that my colleagues understand the new protocol.

ITEM 05 a) I hadn't eaten all day, so I'm extremely hungry now.

ITEM 06 d) All of the above.

ITEM 07 a) She enrolled in a cooking class with the aim of impressing her in-laws.

ITEM 08 a) I studied hard so pass the exam.

ITEM 09 a) So, I was walking down the street when suddenly...

ITEM 10 c) I'm studying French in order to read Voltaire.

ITEM 11 a) The roads are icy; therefore, drive carefully.

ITEM 12 b) I overslept, so I missed the meeting.

ITEM 13 d) Both a and b.

ITEM 14 a) She's been practicing the piano for years, so she'll likely win the competition next

month.
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ITEM 15 a) The company invested in new technology; as a result, productivity increased.

ITEM 16 a) So, what do you think about the proposal?

ITEM 17 a) She's taking extra classes with a view to improving her job prospects.

ITEM 18 c) I bought a new car so I can drive to work; so, my commute is easier now.

ITEM 19 a) The experiment yielded unexpected results; thus, we need to revise our hypothesis.


