EFSP Auxiliary ESL Curriculum

Environmental Consulting English Jargon
Quick Reference

Field-specific terms, contrast pairs, and high-pressure sentence frames

Audience: environmental consultants, remediation managers, sustainability analysts, field
scientists, permitting specialists, ESG teams, and environmental project managers

Focus: An environmental consulting English curriculum for site assessments, permitting, remediation, sampling, stakeholder
meetings, sustainability reporting, compliance, and client-risk communication.

Designed for advanced ESL learners who already use professional English and need industry-specific terminology, realistic
meetings, role-play pressure, careful pushback, and polished workplace outputs.

Teaching stance: this is language and workplace-communication training, not legal, medical, financial, safety, or regulatory advice.
Instructors should connect every scenario to the learner's current company policies, local rules, and approved procedures.
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EFSP Environmental Consulting English - Jargon Quick Reference

Nomenclature and Jargon

These are classroom working definitions. Learners should adapt wording to their organization's policies, systems, and
local regulatory environment.

Phase | and Phase Il Site Assessments

Phase | ESA Working environmental consulting term used in phase i and phase ii site assessments; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

REC Working environmental consulting term used in phase i and phase ii site assessments; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Phase Il Working environmental consulting term used in phase i and phase ii site assessments; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

due diligence Structured review of facts, risks, financials, operations, obligations, or claims before a decision.

Sampling Plans and Data Quality

sampling plan Working environmental consulting term used in sampling plans and data quality; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

chain of custody Working environmental consulting term used in sampling plans and data quality; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

detection limit Working environmental consulting term used in sampling plans and data quality; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

QA/QC Working environmental consulting term used in sampling plans and data quality; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Permitting and Agency Coordination

permit Working environmental consulting term used in permitting and agency coordination; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

agency comment Working environmental consulting term used in permitting and agency coordination; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

public notice Working environmental consulting term used in permitting and agency coordination; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

modeling Working environmental consulting term used in permitting and agency coordination; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Remediation Options and Risk

remediation Working environmental consulting term used in remediation options and risk; define the owner, evidence
source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

exposure pathway Working environmental consulting term used in remediation options and risk; define the owner, evidence
source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.
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cap

long-term monitoring

Working environmental consulting term used in remediation options and risk; define the owner, evidence
source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in remediation options and risk; define the owner, evidence
source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Regulatory Compliance and Audits

compliance audit

corrective action

recordkeeping

inspection

Working environmental consulting term used in regulatory compliance and audits; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Action taken to fix a current problem and prevent recurrence.

Working environmental consulting term used in regulatory compliance and audits; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in regulatory compliance and audits; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Sustainability and ESG Reporting

ESG

Scope 1

Scope 2

Scope 3

carbon neutral

Working environmental consulting term used in sustainability and esg reporting; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in sustainability and esg reporting; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in sustainability and esg reporting; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in sustainability and esg reporting; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in sustainability and esg reporting; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Community and Stakeholder Meetings

stakeholder

plume

exposure

risk communication

Person or group with an interest, risk, authority, or dependency in the work.

Working environmental consulting term used in community and stakeholder meetings; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in community and stakeholder meetings; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in community and stakeholder meetings; define the owner,
evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Proposal, Scope, and Client Expectations

scope
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Defined boundary of work, responsibility, deliverables, assumptions, and exclusions.
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assumption

deliverable

change order

Working environmental consulting term used in proposal, scope, and client expectations; define the
owner, evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in proposal, scope, and client expectations; define the
owner, evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Working environmental consulting term used in proposal, scope, and client expectations; define the
owner, evidence source, governing document, risk, and decision impact before using it in a meeting.

Industry-Specific Meeting Moves

Phase | and Phase Il Site

Assessments decision. If recognized environmental conditions, sampling scope, limitations, and due diligence
matter., | recommend we document the risk and agree on the next step.

Sampling Plans and Data Quality Before we commit, | want to confirm sampling plan, chain of custody, the owner, and the
evidence behind the decision. If decision units, detection limits, ga/qc, and regulatory standards
must support conclusions., | recommend we document the risk and agree on the next step.

Permitting and Agency Coordination Before we commit, | want to confirm permit, agency comment, the owner, and the evidence

Remediation Options and Risk

behind the decision. If agency discretion, technical support, timelines, and public comments may

affect approval., | recommend we document the risk and agree on the next step.

Before we commit, | want to confirm remediation, exposure pathway, the owner, and the

evidence behind the decision. If exposure pathway, remedy effectiveness, operations disruption,

cost, and long-term monitoring matter., | recommend we document the risk and agree on the
next step.

Regulatory Compliance and Audits Before we commit, | want to confirm compliance audit, corrective action, the owner, and the

Sustainability and ESG Reporting

Community and Stakeholder Meetings

Proposal, Scope, and Client

Expectations

evidence behind the decision. If compliance obligations, corrective action, documentation, and

recurrence risk need review., | recommend we document the risk and agree on the next step.

Before we commit, | want to confirm ESG, Scope 1, the owner, and the evidence behind the

decision. If scope, boundary, methodology, assurance, and claim substantiation are required., |

recommend we document the risk and agree on the next step.

decision. If data, uncertainty, exposure, agency role, and next steps need accessible
explanation., | recommend we document the risk and agree on the next step.

Before we commit, | want to confirm scope, assumption, the owner, and the evidence behind the

decision. If scope, assumptions, exclusions, change orders, and deliverables need explicit
language., | recommend we document the risk and agree on the next step.

High-pressure pushback frames

Contrast Pairs
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| understand the urgency. The risk is that we move faster than the evidence or process supports.

I am not blocking the goal. | am naming the condition we need before the decision is safe and credible.

If we accept this risk, we should name the owner, document the assumption, and define the trigger for escalation.

That may be possible, but not under the current scope, timeline, or approval path.

Let's separate what we know, what we assume, and what still needs confirmation.
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Useful language

Before we commit, | want to confirm Phase | ESA, REC, the owner, and the evidence behind the

Before we commit, | want to confirm stakeholder, plume, the owner, and the evidence behind the



EFSP Environmental Consulting English - Jargon Quick Reference

Do not confuse

Phase | ESA vs due diligence
sampling plan vs QA/QC

permit vs modeling

remediation vs long-term monitoring
compliance audit vs inspection

ESG vs carbon neutral

stakeholder vs risk communication

scope vs change order
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Useful distinction

In phase i and phase ii site assessments, define whether the discussion is about the current
fact pattern, the controlling process, the stakeholder pressure, or the final decision.

In sampling plans and data quality, define whether the discussion is about the current fact
pattern, the controlling process, the stakeholder pressure, or the final decision.

In permitting and agency coordination, define whether the discussion is about the current fact
pattern, the controlling process, the stakeholder pressure, or the final decision.

In remediation options and risk, define whether the discussion is about the current fact
pattern, the controlling process, the stakeholder pressure, or the final decision.

In regulatory compliance and audits, define whether the discussion is about the current fact
pattern, the controlling process, the stakeholder pressure, or the final decision.

In sustainability and esg reporting, define whether the discussion is about the current fact
pattern, the controlling process, the stakeholder pressure, or the final decision.

In community and stakeholder meetings, define whether the discussion is about the current
fact pattern, the controlling process, the stakeholder pressure, or the final decision.

In proposal, scope, and client expectations, define whether the discussion is about the current
fact pattern, the controlling process, the stakeholder pressure, or the final decision.
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